Contamination control in long-term ventilation. A clinical study using a heat- and moisture-exchanging filter.
Twenty-eight patients who required periods of mechanical ventilation for up to 22 days in the intensive therapy unit were studied to evaluate the clinical use of the Pall Ultipor Breathing System Filter (BB50T) as a heat- and moisture-exchanging bacterial filter. Results in this group of patients showed that there was no longer any need to sterilise breathing systems or decontaminate ventilators if these filters were used. They also performed satisfactorily as a heat and moisture exchanger in patients in need of long-term ventilation, and their use appears to offer substantial advantages as regards cost, ease of use and patient safety.